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What motivates middle school students to study mathematics and sciences at a high level of an excellence
class? What drives them more, their own curiosity and interests, or their parents? Why are they willing to
invest significant time and effort in their learning? Is it due to their dream to be admitted to the five-unit
class in high school, to IDF Unit 8200 and then to high-tech? Or, is it mainly because they want to study
together with their close friends?

We turned to Midgam, a firm specializing in public opinion surveys, to conduct a comprehensive study among
12 to 15 year-old students and their parents. We wanted to learn about their experiences and preferences,
particularly during the second lockdown of COVID-19 in Israel.

Main findings

Motivation for excellence

The reason o
I chose tostudy
in an excellence
class in middle
school, is:

33.70%

30.00%

25.00%

20.00%

15.00%

10.00%

5.00%

0.00%

To be accepted to the five-  Toimprove my prospectsto  To be nominated to serve in
units track in high school find a job in the high-tech unit 8200 in the army
industry

survey conducted by Midgam Consulting and Research, Qctober 2020

Advisory Council | The Trump Foundation

November 2020



Why did I
Choose to Besides my own will, my parents

have the strongest influence on my
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Learning
Mathematics
during COVID-19
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during this school-year
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I am experiencing
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distance learning

survey conducted by Midgam Consulting and Research, October 2020

Advisory Council | The Trump Foundation

November 2020

80%

70%

60%

50%

40%

30%

10%

0%

70%

60%

50%

40%

30%

20%

10%

0%

81%
73%
68%
65%
57%
48%
38%

Excellence class Abilty group A Ability group B Ability group C

66%

Male Students. Female Students



